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The views expressed in this magazine are those of the individual contributors, and do not necessarily represent the views of Park United 
Reformed Church, but I do wonder if anyone ever reads this bit, although Sally says that she does. 
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Secretary’s Letter 

Dear Friends, 

 

It was great fun to see everyone enjoying themselves at the Christmas 
Fair on Saturday. It was a wonderful atmosphere with plenty of stalls 
and plenty of visitors. It was lovely to welcome Anoushka Williams from 
Radio Berkshire to come and open the Fair as a part of their “Peach 
Quest” program. We also know Anoushka as a mum who used to 
bring her daughter to our toddler group. It was lovely, as well, to 
welcome choirs from St Peter’s School and the Earley Community 
Singers, who provided us with some traditional Christmas songs. The 
Nomad House Group did a great Job with wonderful homemade 
soups and sandwiches. At the end of the day we were able to raise 
the sum of £1476.59 which is a tremendous result. Congratulations and 
thank you to Simon King and everyone else who helped out in any 
way. It was a very successful day in so many ways. 

 

The previous week we had had our Annual Church Meeting when we 
elected 6 Elders who have accepted the call to serve out fellowship. 
Rod King, Bob Dewing and Zie Bhebhe are returning as Elders to serve 
for a second period of 3 years. Elizabeth Knox and Alan Holmes are 
returning to Elders after having a break of a few years. It is a great 
pleasure to welcome Judith Enang as a new Elders. It is a blessing to 
our fellowship that these 6 have responded to the call to be Elders. At 
the meeting  Simon and Jenny King were jointly elected to the role of 
Assistant Church Secretary we welcome them back to this role and to 
the Elders Meeting and thank them for accepting their call. We also 
want to thank Chris and Yvette Gayford for their efforts in carrying out 
the role for the last year. We were very pleased to elect Yvette 
Gayford to the role as Treasurer. As you know we have been trying for 
some time to find a replacement for Alistair Knox who has held this role 
for many many years. (over 20 I think). It is with many thanks to Alistair 
for all his hard work over so many years. The role has changed 
significantly over the years and we now realise that we need to make 
changes to how this role is carried out. Yvette has offered to serve in 
this role to oversee the transition.  Tony Durrant has agreed and was 
elected to continue in the role of Assistant Treasurer. I would like to 
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thank the Church Members for re-electing me as Church Secretary for 
a further year. It is a privilege to serve you and I wish to thank all the 
elders and the fellowship for all their support over the last 10 years. 
One very important part of our Annual Church Meeting is to recognise 
all those who serve the fellowship in so many ways. All their efforts are 
greatly appreciated.  

 

I wish you all a wonderful Christmas and may you all enjoy God’s 
blessings in the New Year. 

 

Roger Clark 
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Family News  

Congratulations to Laura King and Josh 
Stedman who were married in 
Cambridge on 18th November. Many 
people from Park were able to join Rod 
and Carrie and the family for the 
wonderful ceremony and wedding 
celebrations.  

We were pleased to hear that Suzy 
Weston’s parents, Pam and Brian moved 
to Devon on 3rd November and we wish 
them and the rest of the family well in the 
transition to Tavistock.  

We pray for the Tamil Church who worship 
on our premises on a Sunday afternoon. 
They held a Christmas Service on 25th 
November inviting the Indian community 
from all over Reading. There were nearly 200 people present with at 
least 60 of whom were non-Christian.  

Sadly my brother, Peter, passed away on 5th November, after a short 
period in a nursing home. His body has been donated to Cambridge 
University.  

Judith Enang had an operation at the beginning of November and is 
now recovering at home. We wish her well and a speedy recovery. It 
was good to see her at the Christmas Fair.  

Frances Lancaster’s father was transferred from hospital to a nursing 
home and we hold the family in our prayers as he settles into the home. 
Cynthia King’s son was in ICU at the John Radcliffe Hospital after surgery 
for a brain haematoma. We keep Cynthia and her son in our prayers at 
this time.  

Bob Shaddick, one of our organists, has had minor surgery and is now 
home recovering steadily. We continue to pray for those recovering 
from or receiving treatment, including Pat Fuller and Bob and Thelma 
Butler.  

 Bob Dewing 
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a Reflection from Alan Holmes… 

Praised are you oh Lord by the wonders of Autumn, 
You who paint the leaves in all their finery 
Colourful, changing and beautiful 

Praised are you oh Lord by the depths of Winter 
You who give each snowflake its shape 
Intense, frosty and cold 

Praised are you oh Lord by the hope of Spring 
You who give young life to your world. 
Beautiful hopeful and life giving. 

Praised are you oh Lord by the glories of Summer 
You who made the Earth in all its abundance. 
Diverse, plentiful and precious. 

Alan Holmes 

…and a Reflection from Max Lucado 

An excerpt from a Max Lucado book people might find inspiring! 

‘I’m about to tell you something you may find hard to believe. You 
don’t have to agree with me, but I’d like you to consider it with me.  

Here it is: If you were the only person on earth, the earth would look 
exactly the same. The Himalayas would still have their drama and the 
Caribbean its charm. The sun would still nestle behind the Rockies in the 
evenings and spray light on the desert in the mornings. 

If you were the sole pilgrim on this globe, God would not diminish its 
beauty one degree.  

Because He did it all for you.  

And He’s waiting for you to discover His gift, for your eyes to pop, your 
heart to stop. He’s waiting for the moment between the dropping of 
the jaw and the leap of the heart.  

For in that silence He whispers… I did it just for you.’ 
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The Perfect Christmas Gift from a Grime Star? 

During a rather typical trip to ASDA last week to do some shopping, 
something rather unexpected happened.  

I was driving along Rushey Way listening to Radio One when I heard the 
newest song being played by a popular UK Grime star; Stormzy – real 
name Michael 
Ebenazer Kwadjo Omari 
Owuo Jr.   

Only 24, he is seen as one 
of the most relevant and 
highly regarded artists of this 
moment.  He is adored by 
teenagers and young adults 
alike.  

Grime is a style of music that is part of the evolution of hip hop, lyrics 
that scream out against ‘the system’, romanticising ‘gangland culture.’   

So I was absolutely thrilled to hear a young man of 24 who is currently at 
the top of his game, winning albums and awards a plenty, pledging his 
alliance, faith and love in our great Lord!   

It made me think how absolutely wonderful it is, with the start of the 
festive season upon us, that through the radio shows, online streaming, 
music channels etc, lyrics such as these will be played, learnt and sung 
by millions of people this Christmas time.   

I liken Hip Hop and rap to a form of poetry – whilst the delivery of the 
music may not be of someone’s particular liking, the words can be 
beautiful, full of rhetoric and meaning.   

Could this be the perfect gift from a Grime star to our young 
generation?  

Here are some of the lyrics from the song ‘Blinded by your Grace - 
Featuring MNEK’ – words I, and I am sure most of us can relate to in 
some form or another: 



page 8 

I said a prayer this morning 

I prayed I would find the way 

To another day, I was so afraid 

'Til you came and saved 

You came and saved me 

 

And the rain was pouring 

'Cause the sun faded away 

Now I'm in a better place 

No longer afraid 

Blinded by your grace 

You came and saved me 

 

Lord I've been broken 

Although I'm not worthy 

You fixed me, now I'm  

Blinded by your grace 

You came and saved me 
 

This is God's plan, they can never stop this 

Like... wait right there, can you stop my verse? 

You saved this kid and I'm not your first 

It's not by blood and it's not by birth 

But oh my God what a God I serve 

Becky Jemmott 

Traditional Christmas Carol Service 

Tuesday 12th December at Brookside Church. 

Welcome and mulled juice from 7.00pm, the service starts at 7.30pm. 
This year featuring Brookside Gospel Choir.  The theme is 'Joining the 
Family' 
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The Christmas Fair – in pictures 
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The Toddlers’ Nativity Play – in pictures 
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Enough for Everyone this Christmas 

Let’s make sure there is Enough for 
Everyone this  Christmas with Christian Aid. 
Christmas is the great celebration of the 
birth of Jesus. Food is found at many 
celebrations in the Bible, so it feels entirely appropriate that it is at the 
heart of festivities when we celebrate God’s only son coming into the 
world.  

Let’s focus on Colette, a young mother who lives in Burkina Faso, West 
Africa, with her husband young daughter and baby. Colette’s 
Christmas is not too dissimilar to ours. It begins with cooking their 
favourite food and getting the children ready for church.  

She prays for her family and asks God to give them health and the 
things they need. When she gets home she shares special food with her 
neighbours, which consists of rice, goat and spaghetti. 

Life in the past has been hard for Colette. She worked in a mine every 
day trying to earn enough to feed the family. She earned so little that 
she was not able to buy nutritious food and the children became 
malnourished.  

However, she found hope through a market garden project supported 
by Christian Aid. She and her husband were given tools and learned 
how to grow crops. The children are now no longer malnourished. 
Colette sells some of her vegetables to pay for healthcare and clothes 
and when they have extended the garden they can pay for the 
children to go to school. 

This story shows how families like Colette’s can be saved from the 
horrors of malnutrition. Burkina Faso is one of the poorest countries and 
almost a third of children have stunted growth.  Christian Aid works with 
its partners to try to ensure access to healthy food for young families. 

Colette’s  Christmas is in many ways like our own, filled with generosity 
around the enjoyment of delicious food. Jesus showed God’s love for 
the hungry and oppressed in many ways and when we do the same we 
reflect the light of Christ. 

The Christian Aid Christmas Appeal this year is for the malnourished in 
Burkina Faso and South Sudan. The purpose is to help them to help 
themselves like Colette’s family.  
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The good news is that for every pound that you are able to give then 
the UK government will give a pound more, thus doubling the support 
for people in poverty. 

I will be speaking about this at the service on 17th December and gift 
envelopes will be available in church; and by the way, you can always 
increase your gift with gift aid as well. If you want to talk to me about 
this appeal I will be in church each week. 

Chris Gayford 

Visiting Preachers during Vacancy 

Below is the updated list for the next two months. We are continuing to 
do well for next year but there are plenty of spare slots mainly from April 
onwards.   

2017 

 3rd December: Rev Richard Bainbridge 
 10th December, Gifts & Toys: Judith Enang 
 17th December: Robert Lewis 
 24th December, Christmas Eve 10.30am: Colin Ferguson 
 24th December, Christmas Eve 6.00pm, Festival of Lessons and 

Carols by Candlelight   
 25th December, Christmas Day 9.30am: Roger Clark 
 31st December: Rev Alan Holmes 

2018 

 7th January: Roger Clark & Carrie King 
 14th January: Elders 
 21st January: Keith Whyte 
 28th January: Rev Robert Weston (dedication of Joseph 

Lancaster) 

If you would like to lead a service or be involved in any way then please 
speak to Roger or me.   

Julia Marsh  



page 13 

The Churches in Reading Women’s Centre 

As you know as part of Churches Together we support the Drop in 
Centre in Berkley Avenue as well as the Women’s centre which is jointly 
managed by Mabel. 

The Women’s centre is different from the Drop in Centre as they do not 
offer showers/medical attention but has been set up to support 
vulnerable women of all ages, ethnicity or faith who might have 
suffered abuse, mental health problems, or lacking in self-confidence or 
are just lonely.  

The Women’s centre has now moved to Emmanuel Methodist church in 
the Oxford Road (get off at the Tesco bus stop and just walk along). It is 
next door to Battle Library.  They had a commissioning service which I 
attended and they are anxious for more ladies to know about this 
service and what they offer.  

It is open Tuesdays – Thursdays 10.00am-3.00pm each week with a hot 
meal provided on the first two days and a cold meal on the Thursday at 
3.00pm. They offer, fellowship with activities  and arts and crafts and 
days out and in a safe place caring staff who have a  ‘listening ear’.   

They would welcome visitors to see what they do and also more 
volunteers. If you would like to know more please email 
enquiries@cirwc.org.uk or telephone 07817 373773. You are welcome to 
bring anyone you  know who might value this service as it has been 
mentioned before a very high proportion of people are suffering with 
loneliness and do not speak to anyone in a whole week.    

Art in Advent at Earley St Peter’s Church 

On Monday evenings commencing 4th December at 7.30pm there will 
be Advent courses with an outside speaker discussing art in Advent. 

These will be repeated on Tuesday mornings 10.30-12noon and there 
are posters about this in the foyer. A warm welcome is extended to all 
so you can just turn up!  

Gaye 
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Could you help provide flowers?  

At Park, we are very blessed to have 
wonderful people who help provide 
flowers in church during the year, and I 
would like to say a huge thank you to 
everyone for your generosity.   

After the service, the flowers are distributed to 
friends who could use a ‘little lift’ and they are always appreciated. 

However, recently we have lost a number of people who helped with 
this ministry.  It would be great to fill some of the gaps, so am asking if 
you would be willing to provide flowers one Sunday each year. Some 
people like to provide them near a certain anniversary, and I will do my 
best to accommodate special wishes.   

Don’t worry if you can’t buy and arrange them – there are several of us 
willing to help out and do it on your behalf.  It doesn’t matter how much 
you can afford, just a few flowers can make such a difference! 

If you would like to help, or find out more details, please contact me, 
Helen Durrant on 0118 3766428.  I look forward to hearing from you.    

Helen 

Lakeside Songs of Praise Dates 

Everyone is welcome to join us at Lakeside Care Home for these Songs 
of Praise Services from 2.30 – 3.30 pm.   

 Wednesday 13th December 2017 
 Wednesday 17th January 2018 
 Wednesday 7th February 2018 
 Wednesday 14th March 2018 
 Wednesday 11th April 2018 

Please sign in at the Care Home reception desk on arrival. 

Julia Marsh  
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Church Contacts 

Minister: 
currently in vacancy 

Church Secretary: 

Roger Clark   e-mail: churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Centre Manager:  

Julie Cameron  e-mail: centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 

Magazine Editor: 

Rod King    e-mail: editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: www.parkurc.org.uk 

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many 
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we 
support, with links to even more helpful websites. 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel  



page 16 

Regular Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 
  Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 
  Holy Communion  (1st Sunday) 
 3.00 pm  Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month) 
 3.45 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 
 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 
 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 
Monday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.30 am Park Mother & Toddlers Group 
 5.15 pm Beaver Scouts 
 6.45 pm Cub Scouts  
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
Tuesday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 10:00 am  Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks) 
 10.30 am Fitness Pilates 
 1.00 pm Cranberry College (Sept-Mar term time) 
 2.15 pm  Friendship Club  
 2:00 pm  Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 
 7:30 pm Earley Folk Dancing 
 7.30 pm Badminton Club (Sept – March) 
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
 8.15 pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 
Wednesday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.00 am Morning Prayers 
 9:30 am Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly) 
 10.00 am Park 60+ Exercise  (12 noon seated session) 
 12.00 pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 
 2.00 pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 
 5.00 pm Beavers 
 7.00 pm Scouts 
Thursday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9;45 am Tuneful Tales 
 10.30 am  Reading MenCap 
 2.00 pm  U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 
 2.00 pm Active Living Tai Chi 
 2:00 pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month) 
 5:30 pm  Brownies 
 5.30 pm Rainbows 
  7.15 pm  Guides 
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
Friday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.45 am  Zumba Fitness Class 
 6.30pm Pilots 

Saturday 
9.00 am 
9.30am 

The Allenova Ballet School 
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community 
Group 

 10.00 Parenthesis Choir 
 4.00pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 
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